(October 15 revision/adjustments)
Ordination Service

October 18, 2009 5:30 p.m.

Ordination of Barb Sanders to the Office of Ministry Associate

Fellowship Christian Reformed Church

 “And now, compelled by the Spirit…. 
to the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.”

Acts 20:22,24

 “For Christ’s love compels us…”

2 Corinthians 5:14 

Ordination Service

October 18, 2009 5:30 p.m.

Ordination of Barb Sanders to the Office of Ministry Associate

A word of introduction:

Rev. Phil Boender: Pastor of Fellowship CRC

Rev. Lynn Likkel: friend of Barb

Rev. Paul Sausser: brother-in-law of Barb
Prelude – instrumental (Carol Offringa or Lynn Likkel)
5:25
“You Are My All in All”


“Alleluia, He Is Coming” 
Verses 6-8 written by Jared Sanders, Spring 1996, 9 years old
1. I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming,


I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming down the road.


REFRAIN
Alleluia, He is coming.




Alleluia, He is here.
 (2X)


4. I looked up and I saw my Lord a-rising,


I looked up and I saw my Lord a-rising from the grave. 
REFRAIN


6. I looked up and I saw my Lord in heaven,


I looked up and I saw my Lord in heaven on the throne.
REFRAIN


7. I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming,


I looked up and I saw my Lord a-coming down for me. 
REFRAIN


8. I looked up and I saw myself in heaven,


I looked up and I saw myself in heaven with my Lord.
REFRAIN

Welcome/Call to Worship

(Pastor Phil Boender)
God’s Greeting/We Greet Each Other




(children singing “Wind, Wind” go to narthex)
Songs of praise “Come, Thou Almighty King” (PH # 246, all verses)


“How Firm A Foundation” (PH # 500, all verses)


 “Wind, Wind” (led by Joan, Sophia, Ella Bosscher 
and children, age 4-grade 4)
Apostles’ Creed/Our Shepherd reading
 (arranged by Barb Sanders)

(led by: Dan Sanders, Karen Sanders Ramirez, Kristin Sanders, Jared Sanders, Mark Sanders)
*“We Will Glorify” (Celebration Hymnal # 105, vs. 1,4)

Word
Message: The Apple of His Eye 

Pastor Paul Sausser

Scripture: Psalm 17:1-8
Text: verse 8

 “Keep me as the apple of your eye, hide me in the shadow of your wings”
Ordination 

Meaning of Ordination: (Pastor Phil Boender)
Today we celebrate God’s gift of faithful leadership for His people.  In the leaders of the church we see the love of Jesus for His people. As Lord of the church Jesus appoints leaders, by His Holy Spirit He equips them, and by His Word they grow in discipleship. By Christ’s humbleness leaders serve others in selfless love, and by prayer they growing grace. Jesus taught us the spirit of true leadership was in serving others.

Within the baptismal calling of all believers to serve Christ, the church also acknowledges certain people to special ministries according the gifts of grace God has given. . In her baptism, Barb Sanders was adopted as God’s child and united with Christ through the Holy Spirit. God has blessed her with gifts that have enriched the ministry of this congregation. For the past fourteen years Barb has faithfully served this congregation as Director of Youth Ministries and currently as Director of Discipleship and Education. 
In God’s calling, affirmed through the voice of the church, she is being ordained to the office of Ministry Associate to be our Pastor of Discipleship and Education. In the office of Ministry Associate the Christian Reformed Church ordains persons to serve alongside the Pastor in ministries of education, worship, pastoral care, and outreach. The office of Ministry Associate also confers the privileges and responsibilities of the administration of the sacraments, performing marriages, and speaking blessings.

Now, upon the call of this congregation and upon successfully sustaining an examination by Classis Grandville of the Christian Reformed Church, I present Barb Sanders to you for ordination as Ministry Associate. 

The Vow of Ordination:  (Pastor Phil Boender)… call Barb to come to steps/front
Barb, to show that you promise to fulfill the tasks of this office, you are requested, in the presence of God and his church, to answer the following questions:

1. Do you believe that in the call of this congregation God himself calls you to this ministry?

2. Do you embrace God’s covenant promises of unconditional love and salvation which have been symbolized in your baptism?

3. Do you openly confess that you are a sinner and are in need of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross to redeem you; and will you strive with God’s help to turn away from sinfulness and to lead a life pleasing to God?

4. Do you profess Jesus is Lord and declare that you love Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength; and commit to serving God in whatever way you can?

5. Do you believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God; and as a member of the church do you promise to live in mutual accountability with the body and the leadership of the church?
6. Do you agree with the teachings of this church and promise to support them?

Barb Sanders what is your answer:
Barb: I do so believe and promise, God helping me through the power and grace of the Holy Spirit.
Vows of the congregation: 
People of God, you have heard the commitment made by Barb. 
Do you promise to pray for her, to share with her in the work of ministry, to encourage her in the tasks of ministry, and to respond to her work with love and respect?

People of God, what is your answer:

Congregation: We do, God helping us through the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. 

Pastor Phil makes a transition sentence to invite elders and ministers for laying on of hands.

The Laying on of Hands: 
Elders of Fellowship and all ordained ministers present
The Ordination Blessing/the anointing of ordination  (Pastor Lynn Likkel)
(anoint with oil)

Barb Sanders, I anoint you into the office of Ministry Associate in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

May God, our Father, who has called you to this holy office now guide you by his Word and equip you with his Spirit so that you may serve faithfully and fruitfully so that God’s people may be edified and  His name be praised. In the name of Your dear Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  
Lynn transition sentence regarding elders and ministers return to seats

Lynn – any personal remarks/words of encouragement)
Charge  
Barb, we rejoice with you today. May you experience much joy in fulfilling your calling. As you exercise the authority of the office entrusted to you, may you remain a humble servant. 
As called and affirmed as Ministry Associate in this congregation, you are charged with loving Christ and feeding his sheep as you provide care and leadership in various areas of ministry of Fellowship Church.
1. (prayer ministry)

Be faithful in prayer. Be faithful as you provide leadership for the prayer ministry of Fellowship. Encourage God’s people to be people of prayer.

2. (educational ministry)

Be diligent in your study of Scripture and as you teach; and as you provide leadership among the educational ministry of this church.

Encourage others who teach and lead in the educational and small group ministry among children, youth and adults. 

3.(pastoral care)

Be compassionate in your words and example as you provide care and nurture. 

Help support and sustain people in their times of  pain, sickness, weakness and sadness.

Celebrate their joys with them. 

Be faithful in providing guidance, encouragement and challenge as you help to shepherd God’s people. 

4.(new opportunities)

Use all your talents to the utmost of your ability, and do not neglect any of your gifts.

Be attentive to opportunities to fan into flame and nurture gifts God has given you for the enrichment of His people and for His glory. 
Above all, put on God’s love and Christ’s compassion that is demonstrated in word and deed. And one day our chief Shepherd will give you the crown of glory, saying. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

And to you, congregation of Fellowship, congratulations also. It is a day to rejoice. 
Receive Barb as one of God’s leaders among you.  
Keep your vows to pray for her and encourage her, to respond to her work among you with love and respect, and to share in the work of ministry.

Let us now give thanks and ask the Lord to help us do what we have promised. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  (Pastor Lynn Likkel).. possibly Lynn pray ‘own’ prayer
Possible framework – prayer on page 994   Or a scripture prayer.
Song: Here, I am Lord (celebration hymnal, # 589, vs. 1 and chorus, vs 2,3 and chorus)  
Sign form of subscription 
Presentation of Gift  

Pastor Paul Sausser
Expression of Gratitude 
Pastor Barb Sanders

Offering – Grandville Friendship Ministries
Offertory  
“O Jesus I Have Promised” (PH # 285, vs. 1,3,4)



(this song was sung when Barb made profession of faith in February 1975)
* Blessing


Pastor Barb Sanders
*Parting song: We Receive Your Blessing/ Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow

Postlude

Reception/light supper
You are invited to join us for a time of food and fellowship. 

Illustrations: Matthew Sanders


(the sign language on the front cover says “I love you”)

Banner: April DeJager

Interpreter: Roberta Schartz
Reading: The Apostles’ Creed/Our Shepherd   (arranged by Barb Sanders)

Dan introduces:

The theme of the Lord as the Shepherd of His people and Jesus as the Good Shepherd is a foundational theme of Scripture. It is a significant and meaningful visual to Barb as she seeks to respond to God’s call to represent Christ in her relationships with people and point them to Christ.
The following reading divides the Apostle’s Creed into the 3 sections of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and incorporates shepherd related scripture verses that focus on the aspects of God as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. 
****

Dan: “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, for he is our God and we are the people of  his pasture, the flock under his care” (Psalm 95:6,7).
Congregation:I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Kristin: “Jesus said,…. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep… I know my sheep and my sheep know me… and I lay down my life for the sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand” 

(John 10: 7,11,14,15, 27,28)

Karen: “Jesus said, Feed my lambs. .. Take care of my sheep…Feed my sheep” 
(John 21: 15,16,17)
Congregation: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Jared: “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever” (Hebrews 13: 20,21). 

Mark: “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving… not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be… and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away” 

(1 Peter 5:2- 4).

Dan: “For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe every tear from their eyes” (Rev. 7:17).

Congregation: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
