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When we claim as a church that, “We Have AIDS,” we become connected to a suffering world. It indicates that we are committed to our brothers and sisters struggling with this disease around the world.  It means that we will uphold persons living with HIV/AIDS and HIV/AIDS-affected communities in our prayers, and where it is in our power, we will respond to their needs in compassion and action.

December 1st is World AIDS Day. People around the world are showing their awareness of and commitment to responding to the disease.  Through our connections with the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) and Christian Reformed World Missions (CRWM), as well as our local communities, we are in contact with persons living with AIDS daily.

CRWRC and the Office of Social Justice and Hunger Action have developed materials for use in understanding HIV/AIDS and its effects, particularly in Africa.  A series of newsletters  are available at www.crcjustice.org, as well as information on a free CD Rom for anyone interested in global AIDS and the CRC’s response, and beaded pins made by African women’s cooperatives. Join us in God’s redemptive work of making all things new for persons living with AIDS.
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Rev. Dr Sam Kobia on HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa:

No other calamity since the 

slave trade has depopulated 

Africa as AIDS has... 

The economic social and spiritual consequences cannot be 

over-emphasized. 

The churches in Africa consider HIV/AIDS to constitute 

the biggest challenge 

to their mission and calling of promoting life with dignity in sustainable communities. 

Rev. Dr Sam Kobia is the director of the World Council of Churches Issues and Themes cluster (from WCC http://www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/mission/hiv-aids-e.html)
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