CHILDREN’S MESSAGE for World Hunger Sunday

Ask children to come forward and face the congregation.

Good Morning boys and girls, today I want you to imagine that we are in an African Village. Everyone here is part of the village. Pretend that over there is a special spot for children to go to school. Over there on the other side of the village is a well or a river to get water. And outside the village are the fields where people grow food. This is what an African village looked like 25 years ago.

Now I want to ask all the people that are 17 years and under to stand up. That means you can stand up too. Now I want to ask anyone who is 60 years old and older to stand up. Look around at these people. This is what an African village looks like now.
Do you notice that most of your mommies and daddies are sitting down? In most African villages the parents of the children are dead or dying. They are dying of a very serious disease, called AIDS. Isn’t this sad?

Now I want all the children to sit down and we will see that the only people left are the grandmothers and grandfathers. These grandparents are getting older and they are tired. They have worked very hard all their lives to take care of their families, grow food, carry water, make clothes and teach their children. They are tired and also sad because their children are dead.  But now they have a new job.

When the mommies and daddies die, their children are called “orphans” and many of them go to live with their grandparents.  That means that the grandparents must take care of them and other children that have no where to go. They love their grandchildren and of course will care for them but it is a very hard thing for them to do.  You can all now sit down.
Now boys and girls sometimes there are children who have no grandparents to go live with.  These children live with their brothers and sisters and take care of themselves without any grown ups. This is also very hard.

Imagine what it would be like if you lived without any grown ups.  Who would do all the chores that must be done?  Remember how we said that the river for getting water was way over there?  Who will go to get the water and bring it to our house?  The grandparents are too old and weak, and the children are too small? 

Our fields are over there.  Who will plant the gardens for food? The grandparents again have no strength for that and the children do not know how since their parents have not taught them how to plant a garden and now the parents are dead. 
And what about the things we need to buy. Who will buy our clothes or purchase food if we can’t grow it?  And what about school? In Africa you have to pay to go to school. If our mommies and daddies are dead, how will we pay our school fees? 

Fortunately, this story is just make-belief for us.  But for many boys and girls in Africa, this story is true.  They have no parents, hardly any food, no money, and no education. That is very sad isn’t it? 

This happened to them because of that very bad disease, AIDS, that I mentioned earlier. 

What does God want us to do about AIDS? In the Bible God tells us to “Look after orphans and widows in their distress” God wants us to help these orphans in Africa and others around the world. 

We can help in many ways. Today you have brought in your Peter Fish. The money in your Peter Fish banks will be used by CRWRC to help orphans in Africa. I want to thank you for filling your fish so these children can be taught to take care of themselves and get food to eat. 
We can also continue to save our money through out the year and give it to CRWRC to continue helping the children. Or you and your family can sign up to support a family in Africa and send in a donation each month. Those would be great ways to help African children.

Lastly, we could pray for these children. There are so many and they want to live normal lives, have food to eat, go to school, and most of all they want this disease, called AIDS, to stop killing people in their villages. We can ask God for all these things.

After you give the deacons your fishes I have a present for you to take home to remind you to pray. It is a red ribbon that you can pin onto your shirt or dress to remind you pray. This red ribbon is the international symbol of AIDS. It reminds us to care about people who have AIDS and pray that we will find a cure for this disease.  It also reminds us to pray for boys and girls whose parents have died, and for the grandparents who are taking care of them.  So, whenever you look at your red ribbon I want you to remember to pray.  Do you think you can do that?
Let’s say a prayer together now and then you can give the deacons your fish and take a ribbon.

