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HIV/AIDS

An OSJHA Fact Sheet


● 40.3 million people worldwide are living with HIV, including 2.3 million children under the age of 15.  

● More than 3.1 million people died from HIV/AIDS last year, including 570,000 children under the age of 15.

● More than 60% of the world’s infected people are found in sub-Saharan Africa.

● By 2010 there will be approximately 20 million children who have lost at least one parent to AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa.

● Just under half of all people living with HIV worldwide are female.
● Often, women and girls are culturally and socially more vulnerable to contracting HIV/AIDS.  Many African cultures discourage women from asserting themselves sexually, from being able to refuse sex, or to require their partners to practice safe sex.

● Economic hardships often lead women and children into situations of sexual exploitation, working in prostitution or exchanging sexual favors for daily necessities such as food, resources, shelter, protection and money.

● Many children, especially girls are withdrawn from school before they reach the state of literacy to care for sick family members or earn money to supplement the household income.

● Where treatment is unavailable, there may be little incentive for individuals to discover their HIV status-all the more so if the likely outcome is rejection and discrimination if they are found to be HIV-positive. Increased access to treatment is one of the most powerful incentives for individuals to learn their HIV status. And the prospect of a longer, more productive life for individuals encourages communities to reassess the way they relate to people living with HIV, creating a sense of hope and reducing the anxieties that can trigger stigma.

( Learn about how AIDS affects the economy, the education system, food production, health care systems and more from “We Have AIDS,” a series of newsletters from the Christian Reformed World Relief Committee and the Office of Social Justice and Hunger Action of the Christian Reformed Church.  Available on www.crcjustice.org.   You can also order a free “We Have AIDS” CD Rom which includes the newsletter series and further information.

( Get up to date statistics and other information on HIV/AIDS from UNAIDS: www.unaids.org.  You can search documents and reports on topics ranging from Debt and AIDS to antiretroviral drugs.

(DATA (Debt, Trade, AIDS, Africa) has a Newsroom that covers HIV/AIDS in the media, a policy center that explores US policy and legislation regarding AIDS, and action ideas to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS: www.data.org 

Statistics from AIDS Epidemic 2005, UNAIDS, released December 2005
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