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DAY 1

THERE IS HOPE

Thank you for beginning this special week of studies.  Perhaps you are wondering what AIDS has to do with TEE?  Does the bible talk about this problem?

During the early years of AIDS, most people thought that it was someone else’s problem, if it was a problem at all.  Certainly church leaders did not think that they needed to struggle with the problem.  Some thought that AIDS was God’s just punishment upon sinners, and that the church shouldn’t get involved.  Others thought that good people would not get AIDS.

Now most people in Africa know that AIDS is a reality.  it is a disaster that we cannot escape.  it will not go away because we ignore it.

Do you know a family who has lost someone to AIDS?

Do you know children who are orphans because of AIDS?

Read these facts about AIDS:

-  There are more than 28 million people living with HIV/AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa.  

-  Nearly 20 million people have already died of AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa.

-  There are 13 million orphans in Africa.

-  In 2002, 1 million children lost their teachers.

When we look at how terrible the problem is it is easy to feel hopeless.  if you are a person who has discovered that you are infected with the HIV virus and will develop AIDS, or if you know that someone very close to you is infected, what hope can you have?  You might cry out like Job did in the Bible?

“What strength do I have, that I should still hope?

What prospects, that I should be patient?  Do I 

have the strength of stone?  Is my flesh bronze?  Do I have 

any power to help myself, now that success has been 

driven from me?”

- Job 6:11-13

Can you understand how a person facing AIDS in their own life might feel like that, without hope?

……………………………………………………

Try to answer this question:  What is the main message of the Bible to us?

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………


I think that your answer would be about God loving us and sending Jesus to give us life and hope.  if we belong to the church of Jesus Christ then we should be people who have love and faith and hope to share with others.

When Jesus met people who were in deep trouble, how did he respond?  Look at Luke 7:13 for an example.

………………………………………………………………………..

Why should Christians be concerned about AIDS?

………………………………………………………………………..

This week we want to understand more about AIDS and what the bible says about the issues that relate to AIDS.  how does God want us to respond to this problem, as individuals and as the church?

It is always important to understand the facts about a problem before you try to do something about it.  Each day this week we will go over some FACTS ABOUT AIDS to be sure we understand what is true and what is false.  You will need to be able to answer these questions in the test when you meet for your discussion seminar.

WHAT IS AIDS?

AIDS is a deadly disease caused by an unseen germ known as HIV (Human Immuno deficiency Virus).  This germ stops the body from fighting against sickness so that people with AIDS suffer many different illnesses.

CAN AIDS BE CURED?

Eventually people with AIDS die.  Although there are many rumors of cures for AIDS, at present there is no hope for a cure for many years to come.

HOW CAN A PERSON GET AIDS?

People get AIDS because they have been infected with the virus called HIV.

Most people get AIDS through having sex with a person who has HIV.

Some infants get AIDS from their mother before birth if their mother has HIV, or occasionally through breast feeding.

The only other way to get AIDS is through direct contact of your blood to another person’s blood infected with the virus.  this can happen through blood transfusions if the blood has not been tested or from sharing needles, or other instruments that draw blood.

Perhaps you are concerned that matters to do with sexual relationships are not suitable for Christians to discuss.

Remember that it is God who made us and gave us sex as a good gift.  Read Genesis 2:22-25.

Does the Bible here show that God gave sex to be a blessing, or that it is shameful?

……………………………………………………………………….

It is not sex that is sinful but the way that people misuse God’s good gift.

Let us now look at what we might learn from the Bible to help us with this problem of AIDS.
Read quickly through John 4:4-27.

The Samaritan woman was puzzled.  Why did someone from a different tribe ask her to draw water for a drink?  Usually, Jews would have nothing to do with Samaritans.  She had many sexual partners and was likely an outcast woman, coming to the well alone.

Why do you think Jesus continued to talk to this woman, knowing all about her past?
………………………………………………………………………...

Jesus did not start by talking to this woman about her sin.  He talked about the thing she was concerned about.

What did Jesus talk to her about?  John 4:7-12
………………………………………………………………………...

Jesus accepted her as she was and talked to her as a worthwhile person.  He was ready to meet her where she was, not waiting for her to see her need to come to him.

The woman was thirsty and thought she needed water from the well for drinking and cooking and washing, but Jesus helped her to see that her need was for something deeper.

Read John 4:10-14.  What did Jesus say she needed?

………………………………………………………………………...

What does Jesus mean by “living water”? (verses 13-14)

………………………………………………………………………...

Water keeps our physical bodies alive and healthy.  It is only the living water that we get from God that gives us real life as humans and satisfies our deep needs.  Jesus offers living water to everyone and we who are Jesus’ followers are the ones to offer it to those who are thirsty.

Do people suffering from AIDS need living water from Jesus?

………………………………………………………………………...

Do young people who are in danger of getting AIDS need living water from Jesus?

………………………………………………………………………...

AIDS is a disaster but it is also an opportunity.  Like the thirst of the woman at the well, it brings people to an understanding of their need for love and acceptance and hope and faith – their need for Jesus.

It is a disaster, but it is an opportunity for us to show love and care to those who are affected by AIDS, so that they can know that God loves them and cares for them.
TODAY’S QUESTIONS

1. Put a tick beside the sentence which is true.

a) When Jesus talked to the woman at the well he started by showing her that she needed to repent.    ……………….

b) When Jesus talked to the woman at the well, he started by talking about the need she felt and how God wanted to help her.




……………….
2. What does the HIV germ stop the body from doing?

………………………………………………………………………...

3. Is there any cure at present for AIDS?

………………………………………………………………………...

4. What is the most common way to get AIDS?

………………………………………………………………………...

DAY 2

AIDS IS A CHALLENGE

TO MARRAIGES.
Think about the last wedding service you sent to.  Or, can you remember your own wedding?

What do you remember best about the service?
………………………………………………………………………...

Perhaps you remember how late it started or the beautiful clothes and decorations.

Do you remember listening once more to the vows that the couple make to each other?

This is part of the wedding service from an Anglican prayer book:


“The scriptures teach us that marriage is a gift of God in creation and a means of his grace, a holy mystery in which man and woman become one flesh.  It is God’s purpose that, as husband and wife give themselves to each other in love throughout their lives, they shall be united in that love as Christ is united with his church.


Marriage is given, that husband and wife may comfort and help each other, living faithfully together in need and in plenty, in sorrow and in joy.  it is given, that with delight and tenderness they may know each other in love, and, through the joy of their bodily union, may strengthen the union of their hearts and lives.  it is given, that they may have children and be blessed in caring for them and bringing them up in accordance with God’s will, to his praise and glory.


In marriage, husband and wife belong to one another, and they begin a new life together in the community.  It is a way of life that all should honour…”
The bride and groom are then both asked:


“Will you take this person to be your husband (wife)?  Will you love him (her), comfort him (her), honour and protect him (her), and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him (her) as long as you both shall live?”
This is what every person who is married promises to do.

From your own experience, do you know of marriages in your church that are a good example of what is written above?

………………………………………………………………………...

If so, what makes these marriages different from others?

………………………………………………………………………...

Do you know of people in your churches who have broken their wedding vows?

………………………………………………………………………...

In what ways have broken vows hurt families in your church?

………………………………………………………………………...

Now turn to Malachi 2:13-17 and read what the prophet said to the people of Judah at that time.

The people want to know why their prayers and offerings seem meaningless.

Why is God not accepting their worship? (verse 14)

………………………………………………………………………...

Read verses 16-17.

Did men think that unfaithfulness to their wives was evil in God’s sight?
………………………………………………………………………...

What does Malachi say God thinks about it?

………………………………………………………………………...

Do you think god would feel the same about a wife who was unfaithful to her husband?

………………………………………………………………………...

A survey conducted among Kenyan church leaders showed a high incidence of marital unfaithfulness by church leaders.  Do you think this would also be true among church members?
………………………………………………………………………...

When sexual immorality is tolerated among church leaders and members, what effect does it have on the church’s ability to show God’s love to the world?
………………………………………………………………………...

Think about how unfaithfulness in marriage is affecting our country.  We can see how it allows the spread of disease, especially AIDS.

Let’s look at some more FACTS ABOUT AIDS.

HOW DO I KNOW IF I HAVE AIDS?
You are at risk for AIDS if you have been exposed to the HIV virus.  This is possible if:

1. You or your partner have had more than one sexual partner.

2. If your blood has had direct contact with infected blood.

A special blood test can show if you have the virus.  A person can have the virus for many years and not know it.  They may seem quite healthy but during that time they can pass the virus to others through sex, through a mother to her unborn child, or through direct blood contact.

But eventually a person who has HIV will get sick.  Eventual signs for AIDS are long illnesses that do not get better.  These illnesses often include diarrhoea, coughing, fevers, skin sores, and weight loss over long periods of time.

It is common for persons to have sexual partners outside of marriage.  They may be a very hidden behaviour which is not talked about between couples.  A wife or husband may suspect that their spouse has sex apart from their marriage.  Unmarried people may have sex.  Certain cultural practices may encourage sex outside of marriage.  All these situations are against God’s plan for sex and bring a very great risk for AIDS or other sexually transmitted diseases.  God intended for sex to be only between married people who remain faithful only to each other.  Such couples do not get sexually transmitted diseases.

Are you wondering if it is really possible for husbands and wives to change their behaviour?  Are wedding vows an impossible ideal?  What hope does the Bible give us?

Read Hosea 2:19-20

This passage shows the pattern God has designated for marriage, and uses it as a picture of his own relationship to us.

How long does God see the marriage covenant lasting?

………………………………………………………………………...

Hose the prophet told the people of Israel that they were like an adulterous wife who had deserted her husband God.  and yet even after all the sin she had committed and the hurt she had caused, God would take her back and forgive her and renew the faithfulness between them.

God knows better than we do what we are really like.  and yet he keeps telling us that it is possible to be different, if we let him change us.  Look again at verse 19.

What are the 4 words that are used to describe the marriage relationship?

………………………… and ………………………………………...

………………………… and ………………………………………...

Why is it important not to leave any of these out?
………………………………………………………………………...

If we treasure and keep our marriage covenants we will bring life and health to each other, to our children, to our families and to our churches.  A faithful marriage gives the world a picture of God’s love.

Perhaps today’s study has shown you that your own life 
needs to change.  ask God to give you the strength and wisdom 
you need to obey him.
TODAY’S QUESTIONS

1. According to Malachi, what were the people of Israel doing that stopped God receiving their worship?

………………………………………………………………………...

2. Is it possible to get AIDS from a person who looks healthy?

………………………………………………………………………...
3. How can you find out whether you are infected with AIDS or not?

………………………………………………………………………...
4. What is the only sure way to avoid getting AIDS through sex?

………………………………………………………………………...

DAY 3

AIDS IS A CHALLENGE TO PARENTS

Let’s start today with some more FACTS ABOUT AIDS.  Here are questions many people worry about:

CAN YOU GET AIDS FROM MOSQUITOS?

No, because the virus cannot survive in insects or be passed through them from person to person.

CAN YOU GET AIDS FROM CONTACT WITH PEOPLE WITH AIDS?

No, normal contact such as sharing cups and plates, using the same toilet, shaking hands, hugging or normal kissing will not pass the virus.

HIV is passed through sexual contact and blood to blood contact.

Today’s teaching is for all those who have children or care about young people.  Read this story and answer the questions.
Daniel’s father had great hope for his son.  He was determined that Daniel would be a big man, not poorly educated like himself.  He was determined to send Daniel to the best schools even if it cost him thousands of shillings.  Daniel’s father did not want to even teach Daniel what he had learned as a farmer.  So he did not teach Daniel about the livestock, the snakes, crop diseases, care of the land or the planting seasons.

Do you believe Daniels’s father loved him? Why or why not?
………………………………………………………………………...

Daniel’s father chose not to teach him about his home country or farming.  What do you think might be unwise about this decision?

………………………………………………………………………...

What dangers might Daniel face now without being prepared for them, because of his father’s decision?

………………………………………………………………………...

In what ways might you put your children in danger because of what you do NOT teach them?

………………………………………………………………………...

“He will die for lack of knowledge.”  Proverbs 5:23
This is an interesting verse from the book of Proverbs.  It says that somebody might die because there are some important things he may not know.  In the country, a child who has never been taught about snakes might pick one up that could kill him.  In the city, a child who has not been taught about how to cross a road might step out in front of a car and be killed.  the verse from Proverbs though is not talking about snakes or cars.  Let’s see what it is talking about.

Now please read Proverbs 5:15-23 and 6:20-35.

THE TEACHERS

Who is teaching in these passages? (Proverbs 5:1, 6:20-21)
………………………………………………………………………...

Why do you think both mothers and fathers teach?

………………………………………………………………………...

Traditionally, grandparents and sometimes aunts and uncles took the responsibility of communicating sexual values to children.

Does this traditional system still work?
………………………………………………………………………...

For many people in these days, this system has broken down and parents need to take the responsibility to train their children to be Christ-like in every area of their lives, including the sexual area.

If mothers and fathers do not teach their children about sexual things, where do they learn?
………………………………………………………………………...

Will they learn the same things that their parents would teach them?

………………………………………………………………………...

DANGERS OF NOT BEING TAUGHT ABOUT SEX

What things make a sexual relationship outside of marriage something that people want to do and a hard temptation to resist?  (Proverbs 5:3, 6:24-25)
………………………………………………………………………...

Look at 1 Thessalonians 4:3-4.

What does Paul say we need to learn?

………………………………………………………………………...

The verses in Proverbs show many dangers of sexual relationships outside of marriage.

Read Proverbs 5:4-5 and 8-11,


Proverbs 6:27-35, and Proverbs 7:22-27.

List the dangers to:

a. physical health

………………………………………………………………………...

b. emotional health and the ability to make good decisions

………………………………………………………………………...

c. social relationships with others and in the community

………………………………………………………………………...

d. spiritual health

………………………………………………………………………...

Which of these dangers do you see here in our country for those who have sex outside of marriage?

………………………………………………………………………...

Imagine for a moment that there was a snake and that the bite from that snake would cause all the bad things you have mentioned above.

What would you say about a parent who did not tell their children how to recognise that snake and stay away from it?

………………………………………………………………………...

A survey was done in Kenya by a Christian organisation.

Almost half of the young people questioned said that they had begun sexual relationships.  These were “good” church young people, not those who go to discos and bards.  Most of them had started having sex before they were 14.  More of them said they did it for pleasure and excitement than for any other reason.  They got most of their information about sexual things from radio, newspapers, television and their friends.

The snake is already biting your children.

GOOD NEWS ABOUT SEX

Read Proverbs 5:15-19.

What are the joys of a sexual relationship within marriage?

………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...

If children learn about sex from radio, books, television and friends, what kind of ideas will they get?  Will they learn about the happiness of sex inside of marriage, or will they learn that sex is better or more exciting without faithfulness?

………………………………………………………………………...

From whom can young people learn about the true happiness of sex inside of marriage?
………………………………………………………………………...

DISCUSSING SEX WITH CHILDREN

Read Proverbs 5:18-20.

The Bible uses very explicit language to talk about sex, even more so in the Song of Solomon.  This reminds us of the lesson from Genesis that sex itself is not bad or shameful.  Sex is one of God’s best gifts to us.  But many parents find it very hard to discuss sexual things with their children.

Why do you think it is hard?
………………………………………………………………………...

Even though it is hard, it is necessary for parents to learn to talk to their children about sex.

Who should a father talk to clearly about how to use the gift of sex?

………………………………………………………………………...
Who should a mother talk to plainly?

………………………………………………………………………...

Do you think parents need help to know how to teach their children about these things?

………………………………………………………………………...

If parents need help, where can they get it?  If we want to teach our children according to God’s way, then the church should be helping parents get better equipped.

What could your church do to help parents learn how to teach about sexual things so that your children do not “die for lack of instruction”?
………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...
………………………………………………………………………...

TODAY’S QUESTIONS
1.  How can a person get AIDS?  Put a tick beside the ways in which it is POSSIBLE
to get HIV, and a cross beside the ways in which it is NOT POSSIBLE.

………..  Being bitten by a mosquito

………..  Having a blood transfusion with untested blood.

……….. Shaking hands with someone who has AIDS

……….. Sexual intercourse

……….. Sharing cups and plates

……….. Hugging

2.   Give 3 dangers of sexual relationships outside marriage.

(i)  ……………………………………………………………………………...

(ii) ……………………………………………………………………………..

(iii) ……………………………………………………………………………

3. Who are the best people to teach children about the happiness of sex within marriage and the dangers of other relationships?

………………………………………………………………………...

DAY 4

AIDS IS A CHALLENGE

TO CARE FOR OTHERS

Here is a story to think about.

Little Peter eagerly looked forward to his mother coming home from the hospital.  When the car pulled up at the gate, he raced forward with open arms to welcome her home at last.

But when his mother got out of the car, she didn’t recognise him.  In fact, she didn’t recognise anyone or anything.  His mother had AIDS and had come home to die.

The neighbours only watched as Mama Peter was led into the one room home.

Later they spoke, but only in hushed voices as they passed her door.

No one came to visit.

No one comforted Peter.

In a study on community responses to families with AIDS in Kenya, it was found that families with AIDS did not want anyone to know of their illness.  The reason was fear of rejection by neighbours, family, church and community.  In fact, in the study, church leaders did not see themselves as ministering to families with AIDS except for praying with them and visiting occasionally.

What does the bible say abut caring for families

who are hurting?
Read 1 John 3:23-24 and 1 John 4:7-11 and 16-18

These passages are about love and the meaning of love which is our motivation for caring.

What 2 commands are we given in 1 John 3:23?

i) ……………………………………………………………………...

ii) ……………………………………………………………………...

Where does love come from?(1 John 4:7)

………………………………………………………………………...

Verse 8 says that if we do not love, we do not know God.  What does this mean for Christians who claim to know and love God?

………………………………………………………………………...

But love is not just a kind feeling to someone, it always shows in what we do.

In verses 9 and 10, what did God give up to show his love to us?

………………………………………………………………………...

Read verse 11.  If we are going to show love to others, what might we have to give up, as God gave up his son for us?

………………………………………………………………………...

Thinking about loving families suffering with AIDS, perhaps you thought about giving up your time to be a friend and to help in practical ways.  You might also have to give up some happiness as you feel the pain with them.  It might cost you financially as you help with the needs of sickness and death.  You may need to learn how to counsel those who need reconciliation in their marriage or to know peace with God.

What are some barriers that might stop us from giving up ourselves to minister to families with AIDS?
………………………………………………………………………...

Read 1 John 4:16-18

Verse 18 speaks of love driving out fear.  What fears do you or others have in relating to a family with AIDS?

………………………………………………………………………...

Read verses 10 and 18 again.

In what way does God’s love drive out fear in your life?

………………………………………………………………………...

The example in this passage of how Christ showed 

his love for us is the highest example of caring in the Bible.  

Because God cared for us, he loved us and died for us.  Sometimes we are reluctant to care for people even when 

God requires much less than death of us!

Some people are afraid of catching AIDS or being associated with persons with AIDS because they fear it may make them look bad.  Christ never considered how he looked in others’ eyes.  He considered how he looked in God’s eyes and obeyed even when it meant his death.

John 4:7 commands us to love one another.

How might Christians have shown love to Mama Peter and to Peter himself, in the story?

………………………………………………………………………...

Make a list of ways you can show love to a family hurting with AIDS.  Commit your list to the Lord and pray for a specific opportunity to show love to someone with AIDS.  Consider your fears in doing so and confess them to the Lord.

………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...

God has given the Christian the command to love and care 

more than anyone else.  yet often we are the slowest in getting involved with AIDS.

How will God use you today?
FACTS ABOUT AIDS

WHAT DO PEOPLE WITH AIDS NEED?

People with AIDS need to feel accepted by their family, clan, church and community.

They need love and support from their family.

They need to discuss issues that will affect their present and future lives.

They need good nutrition and physical care to help them be more comfortable and live longer.

They may need to repent and know that the Lord can forgive them.

They need the hope that the Lord gives in times of despair.
TODAY’S QUESTIONS

1. According to 1 John 4, what will we do if we truly know God?

………………………………………………………………………...

2. What is it that gets rid of fear from our lives?

………………………………………………………………………...

3. List 3 needs of people with AIDS and their families and write what others might do to help with these needs.

i)  …………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...

ii)  .…………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...

iii) …………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...
DAY 5

AIDS IS A CHALLENGE

TO THE CHURCH
Recently I listened to a member of our congregation sharing with the youth.  He is a father with primary school children.  He told how he and his wife were looking at their wedding photos.  As he looked at all the faces smiling out of the pictures, he realised that almost none of his age mates from his home were still alive.  Most had died of AIDS.

AIDS is spreading rapidly in our country.

In some areas, one girl of every 20 between the ages of 11014 is already infected with the AIDS virus.

Marriages are falling apart.

Children are being orphaned.

Innocent children are infected with the virus and die.

Entire villages are abandoned.

AIDS is in our churches, in our homes, in our communities.

What can we do?

Read Matthew 14:13-21

This is the well known story of how Jesus fed 5000 people.  Jesus had just learned about the killing of John the Baptist by King Herod.  He wanted to be alone for a while in a quiet place.  But multitudes of people followed him.  Jesus left his quiet place of thinking and become involved in meeting very real human needs.  Here Jesus is performing a miracle to show his great power as God’s son.

What was Jesus doing in verse 14?
………………………………………………………………………...

Why do you think he was doing this even when he was thinking about John’s terrible death?

………………………………………………………………………...

In verse 15 the disciples saw that the people needed food and they wanted to send them away to get what they needed.

But what did Jesus say? (verse 16)

………………………………………………………………………...

Think about how the people were fed.

We say that Jesus fed them, but who actually gave out the food?  (verse 20)
………………………………………………………………………...

Who brought the bread and fishes to Jesus for him to multiply? (verse 17-18)
………………………………………………………………………...

What did Jesus do to feed the people? (verse 19)
………………………………………………………………………...

What do you think Jesus was trying to teach his disciples?

………………………………………………………………………...

………………………………………………………………………...

Jesus met the need of the people by taking the little food the disciples had and making it into what was needed.  When the disciples looked at how many people needed feeding, they felt that what they had to share with the crowd was far too little to even try.

But Jesus challenged them “They do not need to go away.  You give them something to eat.”  He challenged them to do something to meet the need by starting with the little they had.

When they obeyed him, the disciples saw what God could do with that tiny amount of food.  It was a miracle.
Our communities suffering from AIDS are like the needy crowds who followed Jesus.  they are hungry for answers to the problem of AIDS.  The government and many other organisations are seeking to “feed” that hunger.

Do you think the church and followers of Jesus have a role to play in “feeding the hunger” brought about by AIDS?

……………………………………………………………………...

What do we Christians have to offer to help face the problem of AIDS?

………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………

What are some of the barriers in our churches that might stop us from offering what we have?

……………………………………………………………………….

What can the church do to prevent the hunger happening in the first place?

………………………………………………………………………
The “food” that is needed is God’s wisdom and strength.  That food is found in God’s word.  It is the Holy Spirit who makes us able to understand it and have it nourish our hearts.  We need the food of God’s wisdom and strength as we face AIDS and we need to take that food to others.

The church’s message is the only message of real hope in this crisis.  The world can only offer condoms to unfaithful people.

Condoms may be able to save some lives, but they do not help the real problem. some Christians think that advising people to use condoms to avoid AIDS is encouraging unfaithfulness.  Others believe that we should tell people that faithfulness or abstaining from sex is the only safe and right way to life, but that people who will not accept that message should be encouraged to use condoms to try to prevent more suffering they might bring to themselves and to others.

What do you think?

…………………………………………………………………………………

The church’s message of hope is faithfulness in marriage and no sex before marriage.  These are not negative messages and they are not impossible messages.  They are messages of life;  of wonderful and fulfilling sexual relationships within God’s plan for our lives.

The church can offer the fellowship of faithful people who encourage and support each other in obedient living.  The Christian understands forgiveness and can help the fallen and needy, for he too has been forgiven.

Why do you think that a person with AIDS might begin to think more about the meaning and purpose of their life?

………………………………………………………………………………………

When sickness makes a person depend on others, who should be prepared to help?

………………………………………………………………………………………

When Christians show real love it may be a door that brings a person to a whole family to know the love of God.  The disciples thought that they did not have enough food to offer the crowd, but Jesus made it more than enough.  We may feel that we do not have enough love to offer people suffering from AIDS, but Jesus can make it more than enough when we start giving it to people.
TODAY’S QUESTIONS

1. Whom does Jesus use to meet people’s needs?

…………………………………………………………………………………

2. Where can we get the strength and wisdom to face AIDS?

…………………………………………………………………………………

3. What message of hope can the church give people to avoid AIDS?

a. Faithfulness within  ………………………………………………………………

b. No sex before   ……………………………………………………………

Look back at all the questions this week and revise

before your discussion seminar so that you will be

ready for the weekly test.
GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
DAY 1 – There is Hope

1. How is AIDS affecting your community?

2. Share your answers to the question on Page 7:


“Why should Christians be concerned about AIDS?”

3. Read John 4:13-14 together.  how would you explain what Jesus means by telling the woman that he can giver her “living water”?

4. Did anyone have any questions about the lesson for Day 1?

DAY 2 – AIDS is a Challenge to Marriages

1. What a couple are faithful to their marriage vows, what blessings come:


(a) to the couple?   (b) to their children?   (c) to the community?

2. Read Malachi 2:13-17 together.  Why do you think God sees adultery as so serious?

3. How can we Christians help each other to improve our marriage relationships?

4. What should a person do if they are worried that they might have been exposed to HIV?

5. Would it be good for all couples to have an AIDS test before marrying?

DAY 3 – AIDS is a Challenge to Parents

1. Did you agree that it is possible to put our children in danger because of what we do not teach them?

2. How are children learning about sexual behaviour and values in your community?  Who teaches them?

3. What would help parents be better prepared to teach their children about sexual things?  What could you do as a church?

4. Do you think most people in your community know the facts about AIDS that you have learned this week, or do they have other beliefs?

DAY 4 – AIDS is a Challenge to Care for Others

1. Is it true that people are afraid of rejection by church people if they are known to have AIDS in the family?   What happens in your community?

2. Do you think people need more help in knowing how to care for people with AIDS without fear?  What could you do as a church to get more information?

DAY 5 – AIDS is a Challenge to the Church

1. Share your answers to the 3 questions on page 33.

2. What other questions have the studies this week raised for you?

3. Is there some action you should take as a group because of what you have learned this week?  How will you do this?
PAGE  
2

