The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, M.P., P.C.
Prime Minister of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister,

Like many Canadians, I am deeply concerned about the 800 million people suffering from hunger and poverty and the 40 million people in the world infected with HIV/AIDS.  As a supporter of the Micah Challenge, a global Christian movement to overcome poverty, and as a member of the Christian Reformed Church, I am deeply concerned about these shameful numbers - each of which represents a precious human life. 

The spread of HIV could be contained if adequate resources were available for treatment, nutrition and poverty eradication programs.  It is crucial that strategies to combat HIV/AIDS are integrated into sustainable development practices and methods Canada pursues in dealing with poverty.  I encourage your administration to take tangible steps in the fight against HIV/AIDS by:

· Cancelling 100% of the debt owed by countries with high HIV rates.

· Increasing Canada's official development assistance to 0.7% of GDP, since AIDS cannot be defeated without complementary initiatives in the areas of food and agriculture, education, water and sanitation and overall sustainable development.
· Keeping the government’s promise to meet the financing needs of the Global Fund for HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  Currently there is a shortfall of over $3 billion and Canada should meet and increase its commitments to the five per cent of the Fund.  
· Giving priority to women and children in all efforts to address HIV/AIDS, and to address the fundamental gender and age inequalities that fuel the pandemic.
Without sustained and committed action towards the fight against HIV/AIDS millions will continue to contract the disease and millions will continue to die.  I urge you to carry on Canada’s reputation for action and compassion in the face of this global pandemic.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

