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DEAR FRIENDS, PRAYER AND MINISTRY PARTNERS,

We send you warm greetings form Romania! 
As I sit here and write this letter, I see the sun shinning beautifully outside, and I am reminded of the words of

Psalm 19: “In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his

pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.” This month is a season of rejoicing and celebration: for

Gods love and faithfulness throughout this whole past year to us our families and ministries and for sending us His Son to redeem us and the world!
Thank you very much for being partners in prayer with us! We appreciate your prayers and we thank God for your faithfulness in mediating for us at His throne of Grace.

It has been a while since I have last written you, and a lot has happened during this time! Before I go into details I would like to say that though it has been a difficult time God has been with us and has blessed us.

The summer vacations went well all of us were able to get some rest. We were specially blessed that to have a staff and family retreat. Rev Lou Tamminga and his wife Jan were able to join us and lead us during this time. Of course, the babies continued to arrive (after Andi’s baby girl Nora in May): Lucian’s baby daughter, Marta at the end of July, and Docis twins, Judith and Marton in September. A time of celebration and rejoicing for healthy and beautiful babies!

The fall brought with it some major changes in our team: Doci, one of our 2 consultants in Cluj. has accepted the call to become the director of Dorcas Aid in Romania, beginning with October 1 and Ema, our PR & RD coordinator in Bucharest, decided to pursue her MA at a University in the US. Both decisions were quite sudden and took us by surprise. After 2 months of searching, a couple of rounds of advertisements and several interviews later we hired Zsuzsa (Susan) Bakk, a young and dynamic person currently finishing her MA in Community Development at the Cluj University. However, we have not even started the process of replacing Ema while the team was able to absorb (at least temporary) some of her duties others were left hanging (and hence the lateness we are sending you this letter). Please pray for our team to have renewed energy, wisdom and grace as we go about in addressing the various needs and challenges that face us.

On the ministry side we continue to work diligently with our partners and their communities. There is progress in some areas, while there are some setbacks in others.

Some time ago I was in Ozd talking to one of the patients in the rehab center (he was showing us around the center and was very proud of the way it was run) — I was really impressed with his commitment towards recovery, even if he seemed to still have big question marks about God and Christianity. The center is functioning well — the patients being also the care takers, cooks and providing support and feedback to each other. On the community development side we continue to talk with Sandor (the new director of BPF) and other staff envisioning together how the CD process can be done in such a way that it is effective in its impact on the people and yet it does not burden or detract Bonus Pastor from their original vision. Please pray for the ongoing financial support that Bonus Pastor needs to run its ministry efficiently, and that we’ll be able to find the common ground in the development of the communities and their people.

Diakonia has had a very busy fall, with several special events taking place for raising the consciousness of the people regarding the problems and needs of the disadvantaged and the marginalized, as well as raising Diakonias profile in the Cluj area. People in the 3 villages where Dtakonia works continue to be interested and involved in the work that is going on. Bianca, our consultant (even if working only part time), is doing an excellent job in providing mentoring and guidance to Dr. Arthur in his community development work. Please pray for continued grace and wisdom for Diakonia’s staff as they work with the communities and their leadership.

We do have a few new partnerships in a Research and Development stage:

- With FHI-DC for community development in two areas (Transylvania area and Bucharest area).

Please pray for the support the FHI-DC needs to implement their community development work through the local churches.

- With Partners Worldwide — for business mentoring and development in the Cluj and Bucharest areas.

Please pray for the formation of these businessmen’s groups and the relationship we are developing with them.

-  With the Reformed Church in Transylvania — for a diaconal ministry development program. Please pray

for wisdom and grace as the church leaders consider the best ways this ministry can be developed for maximum impact.

The Christian Community Development Education program was started in November. There are 16 participants (the optimal number for the training method we are using) representing 10 different ministriesl After 2 sessions (Nov & Dec), there is plenty enthusiasm during the discussions, challenging of old ideas and learning of new things. Please pray for the participants to be able to gain the knowledge and take the courage to apply the things they learn in their ministries, and for the facilitators (Bianca & foci) as they prepare and lead these workshops.

You remember that we had responded to the needs of the flood victims in the South of Moldova. We were able to help 5 of the many families whose houses were destroyed to rebuild their house and put in a wood burning stove for heating, before the winter set in! Unfortunately, some of these area have recently been bit by the bird flu. The local and national government are trying to prevent the spreading of this virus and to minimize the impacts on the people, but numerous families have lost their birds to this lethal virus. Please continue to pray for the people who are suffering and that adequate action and aid will be in place to assist them during this difficult times.

Dear friends, as I said in the beginning of this letter, it is an honor to be partners with you in this ministry. We thank you for your prayers and support and encourage you to continue to pray for us in our circumstances here It is not easy. However, by God grace and powerful band we continue to rejoice in serving Him here!

Praying and serving Him with you,

Gabi Achim & the Eastern Europe Ministry Team
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