
A World at Prayer
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I saw a child today, Lord, who will not die tonight, harried into hunger’s grave. She was bright and full of life because her parents have a job and feed her, but somewhere, everywhere, 10,000 life-lamps will go out, and not be lit again tomorrow. O God, teach us the way. Amen 

Prayer of an African 

 

Your have come from afar


and have waited long and are wearied:

Let us sit side by side


sharing the same bread


drawn by the same source


to quiet the same hunger


that makes us weak.

Then standing together let us share the same spirit, the same thoughts


that once again draw us together

in friendship and unity and peace.

Prieres d’Ozawarnick
Canadian Indian Liturgy

 

Vos sos el Dios de los pobres


You are the God of the poor ones
El Dios humano y sencillo


God, human and simple
El Dios que suda en la calle


God who sweats in the street
El Dios de rostro curtido


God with wrinkles on your face 
Por eso es que te hablo yo


This is why I speak to you
Así como habla mi pueblo  


The way my people speak
Porque sos el Dios obrero


Because you are the worker God
El Cristo trabajador


Christ the worker
Hymn sung at CWS Andean Regional
meeting in Chaclacayo, Peru

 

Give comfort, O Lord, to all who are torn from their homes and their loved ones by war, famine or the cruelty of their neighbors; grant that we who dwell secure in this insecure world may be generous in caring for our displaced sisters and brothers.

Somalia

 

Arrancaron nuestras frutas


They have snatched our fruit
Cortaron nuestras ramas


They have cut off our branches
Quemaron nuestro tronco


They have burned our trunk
Pero no pudieron matar nuestras raices


But they have not killed our roots.
From a poster at EPES
CWS partner in Santiago, Chile

 

O God, grant us Your vision in our time.
Help us to write it so large 
that even a runner can see it.
Make it so compelling that even a cynic will pause,
so convincing that a skeptic 
will risk trying to bring hope to others,
And so inspiring that the committed will stand 
courageously in faith, 
leaving the results to you.

Marian Wright Edelman, USA

 

O God of many names

lover of all nations

we pray for peace


in our hearts


in our homes


in our nations


in our world

the peace of your will

the peace of our need.

Malaysia

 

O God of all youth, we pray to you:


we are young people, 


and we want to celebrate life!

We cry out against all that kills life:


hunger, poverty, unemployment, sickness,


repression, injustice.

We want to announce fullness of life:  


work, education, health, housing,


bread for all.

We want communion, a world renewed.

We hope against hope.

With the God of all, 


we want to make all things new!

Brazilian young people


You asked for my hands
that you might use them for your purpose.
I gave them for a moment then withdrew them
for the work was hard.

You asked for my mouth
to speak out against injustice.
I gave you a whisper that I might not be accused.

You asked for my eyes
to see the pain of poverty.
I closed them for I did not want to see.

You asked for my life
that you might work through me.
I gave a small part that I might not get too involved.

Lord, forgive my efforts to serve you
only when it is convenient for me to do so,
only in those places where it is safe to do so,
and only with those who make it easy to do so.

Forgive me.
Renew me.
And send me out.

South Africa


Give us, Señor, 
a little sun, a little happiness, and some work.
Give us a heart to comfort those in pain.
Give us the ability to be good, strong, wise and free 
so that we may be generous with others as we are with ourselves.
Finally, Señor, let us all live 
in your own, one family.

Mexico


Seeds we bring.
Bless them, O Lord!
Gardens we bring.
Bless them, O Lord!
Hoes we bring.
Bless them, O Lord!
Hands we bring.
Bless them, O Lord!
Ourselves we bring.
Bless us, O Lord!
East Africa


May it come soon
to the hungry
to the weeping
to those who search for your justice,
to those who have waited centuries
for a truly human life.
Grant us the patience
to smooth the way on which your kingdom comes
to us.
Grant us hope,
that we may not weary in proclaiming and working
for it,
despite so many conflicts,
threats, and shortcomings.
Grant us a clear vision
that in this hour of our history
we may see the horizon, 
and know the way
on which your kingdom comes to us.

Nicaragua
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