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A SELECTION OF BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY DISABILITY CONCERNS
A Place Called Acceptance: Ministry with Families of Children with Disabilities, Bolduc, Kathleen Deyer.   Louisville, Ky.: Bridge Resources, 2001. 1-800-524-2612.

Kathleen Bolduc, author of His Name Is Joel: Searching for God in a Son’s Disability, challenges congregations to reach out to families of children living with physical, mental, or behavioral disabilities.  Caring congregations looking for ways to welcome all God’s children into the full life of the church will find this to be an invaluable resource.

A Compassionate Journey: Coming Alongside People with Disabilities and Chronic Illnesses, John G. Cook. Grand Rapids: Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2008.

A Compassionate Journey guides readers in the practice of compassion and provides a helpful perspective on caring in the face of long-term need. That makes this book ideal for study by church councils, care teams, adult education groups, and individuals who want to learn how to show care to people with long-term needs.

After the Tears: Parents Talk about Raising a Child with a Disability, Simons, Robin. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1987

Parents cannot know in advance where the journey with their child will lead them. But Simons provides a helpful map by telling the journeys of many families, organizing her material around 16 themes.

All God’s Children: Ministry with Disabled Person, Tada, Joni Eareckson, and Gene Newman.  Grand Rapids, Mi.: Zondervan, 1993.

This practical handbook for pastors, ministry leaders, and lay people provides a foundation for establishing a much-needed area of ministry to persons who have a wide range of disabilities. This revised edition includes an updated resource list. 

Alzheimer’s – Caring for Your Loved One, Caring for Yourself, Sharon Fish.  Harold Shaw Publishers, 1996.

Sharon Fish speaks with authority on one of the toughest assignments anyone can be asked to do—care for a loved one who has Alzheimer’s disease.

Autism and Your Church: Nurturing the Spiritual Growth of People with Autism Spectrum Disorders, Newman, Barbara J. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Friendship Ministries, 2006.
Newman, a teacher and consultant in the area of inclusive education for over 20 years, offers practical ways for churches to welcome and include individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) into the full life of the congregation. Includes a brief description of ASD in layman’s terms, and reproducible handouts. 
Building a Developmental Disability Ministry, Bethesda Lutheran Homes and Services, 2006. Beginning with a "survey" of the local "landscape" of the congregation, this resource guides a church leadership team through the various ministry-building stages: from planning to implementation, evaluation and ongoing ministry development. Available for order from Faith Alive Resources at www.FaithAliveResources.org or 1-800-333-8300.

By Trust Betrayed: Patients, Physicians, and the License to Kill in the Third Reich, Hugh Gallagher.  Vandamere Press, 1995.

An informative account of Hitler’s machinery of death directed against 2,000 people with mental, physical, and emotional disabilities.  The author leads readers to explore our current assumptions and practices regarding euthanasia, abortion, and health care.

Caring Relationships: Helping People with Mental Impairments Understand God’s Gift of Sexuality. Vredeveld, Ronald C. Grand Rapids, Michigan: CRC Publications, 2001. 

This guidebook offers a biblical perspective for dealing with difficult questions about sexuality, marriage, and morality for people with cognitive impairments. Vredeveld is the 2006 recipient of the Henri Nouwen Award from the American Association on Mental Retardation, and has served as a chaplain to people with cognitive impairments for over 20 years. 
Circle of Friends: People with Disabilities and Their Friends Enrich the Lives of One Another, Perske, Robert.  Abingdon Press, 1988


They show how these circles cut across age groups, generations, and races, and how the hearts and worldviews of everyone can be enriched.  The emphasis here is on pure and simple friendship.

Courage to Care: Seven Lives Touched by Disability and Congregational Caring, Judy Griffith-Ransom.  Abingdon, 1994.

Stories from seven people and families with seven different disabilities in as many churches.  One reviewer writes that the stories are told so well that they move the reader like fiction.  Instructive for congregations.  Useful bibliography and resource list.

Creating the Caring Congregation, Wilke, Harold.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1980. 

While this book is out of print and may be hard to find, it’s worth your while to locate a copy. Using Scripture’s teaching about persons with disabilities, Wilke provides a penetrating examination of what constitutes a truly caring congregation - including everything from the way a church building is designed to the spiritual nurture of those who have disabilities to details on how all faith communities can become caring congregations.

Dancing with Disabilities: Opening the Church to All God’s Children, Webb-Mitchell, Brett. Cleveland, Ohio: United Church Press, 1997.

Duke Divinity School professor Brett Webb-Mitchell helps us imagine what a church could be if those who are “disabled” and those who are “able-bodied” were to understand themselves to be equal partners in the faith community. A “must-read” for anyone involved in ministry with persons with disabilities. 

FDR’s Splendid Deception, Hugh Gallagher. Vandamere Press, 1994.

Gallagher gives the reader a canvas on which he sketches a moving story of how one man’s disability (and particularly his efforts to conceal the disability) brought significant change to the disability community, the United States, and indeed the world.

God Plays Piano Too: The Spiritual Lives of Disabled Children, Brett Webb-Mitchell. Crossroad, 1993

Webb-Mitchell writes what so many of us have known: disabled children often possess an uncommon understanding of God and his world.
Helping Kids Include Kids with Disabilities, Newman, Barbara J.  Grand Rapids: Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2001.

Special education teacher Barb Newman provides a much-needed how-to manual that equips teachers, church activity leaders, and kids with such gems as information for understanding children with special needs, guidelines for churches, and devotions for families.

Helping Yourself Help Others, Rosalynn Carter.  Times Books, 1994.

A book for caregivers.  One reviewer recommended this book to those who are early-stage caregivers in need of coping methods and to long-term caregivers in need of affirmation.

Hope for the Families: New Directions for Parents of Persons with Retardation or Other

Disabilities, Perske, Robert.  Abingdon Press, 1981

Perske’s gifts are rare, and his books are a treasure to readers in North America. All his works reflect his pastoral commitment, his compassion for families, and his gift for “seeing.” The books have a timeless quality.

Injured Minds: Shattered Dreams: Brian’s Journey from Severe Head Injury to a New Dream, Janet Rife. Brookline Books, 1994

There is a story in this book about the author’s son Brian, the college student whose life is changed dramatically by an accident. There is a second story here about ethics, health care, rehabilitation, and money. A third story found here is about faith.

Inventing the Feeble Mind: A History of Retardation in the United States, James W. Trent, Jr.  University of California Press, 1994.

This historian-sociologist portrays our changing perceptions and treatment using as his source photos, letters, news accounts, diaries, investigative committee reports, and more.

Invited to the Banquet: A Collection of Stories about Disability, Mennonite Central Committee— Canada. MCC: Winnipeg, 1987

14 stories selected from the many that were entered in a writing contest sponsored by the disability division of MCC-Canada. A reviewer used the words “warm, moving, honest, and eye-opening.” 
Learning Disabilities and the Church: Including All God’s Kids in Your Education and Worship. Rich, Cynthia Holder and Martha Ross-Mockaitis. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2006. 
Rich and Ross-Mockaitis take current research on learning disabilities and apply it to a church setting by describing learning disabilities and offering practical strategies for accommodating people with learning disabilities in church education and worship.

Living Well with Chronic Illness, Marcia Van’t Land. Harold Shaw Publishers, 1994.


Includes up-to-date listings of resources.  Indispensable for those who suffer from a chronic illness and for family members or friends who care for an ill loved one.  She writes about dealing with doctors and hospitals, coping day by day and taking care of self and others.

Loving Justice: The ADA and the Religious Community, Ginny Thornburgh (ed). National Organization on Disability, 1994 

How the Americans with Disabilities Act applies to religious institutions. A companion book, to That All May Worship.
My Child Needs Special Services: Parents Talk About What Helps…And What Doesn’t, Nancy Wilson.  Mills and Sanderson, 1994.

Professional providers (doctors, therapists, nurses, etc) often don’t fully sense what families endure and experience.  The author assembles stories from parents to instruct these providers.  In doing so, she created a book for all of us, a book to enhance our awareness and sensitivity.

New Life in the Neighborhood: How Persons with Retardation and Other Disabilities Can Help Make a Good Community Better, Perske, Robert.  Abingdon Press, 1980


If you’re interested in people with such handicaps – interested in new discoveries about them and new ways in which your community can relate to them – this book will help guide you to new relationships that nurture the seeds for a better world for all us.

No Disabled Souls: How to Welcome a Person with a Disability into Your Life and Your Church, Pierson, Jim.  Cincinnati, Ohio: Standard, 1998. 

A pastor, educator, and disability advocate gives practical suggestions for cultivating life-enriching friendships with persons with disabilities. Includes step-by-step procedures to assist church leaders in expanding their educational opportunities to include persons with disabilities.

No Longer Alone:  Mental Health and the Church, John Toews with Eleanor Loewen.  Herald Press, 1995.

Each chapter is organized around:  “story, focus, search, further study/discussion questions, additional resources.”  A valuable resource for small group study and congregational education.

No Pity: People with Disabilities Forging a New Civil Rights Movement, Joseph Shapiro. Random House, 1993

The disability-rights movement has thousands of heroes but, interestingly, no “hero.” We have viewed disability as an illness in North America; Shapiro tells the story of “illness” giving way to disability as “culture.” A good solid book; an anecdotal style.

Power of the Powerless, Christopher De Vinck. Doubleday/Image, 1988

The “powerless” in this story is De Vinck’s brother Oliver; he was crippled, blind, and mute. The “power” was Oliver’s ability to teach, to shape lives, and to demonstrate “image bearing” to those who cared to know him.

Souls Are Made of Endurance: Surviving Mental Illness in the Family, Stewart Govig. Westminster/Knox Press, 1994

In this volume Govig is a father first and a theologian second. An alphabet of suffering accompanies a son diagnosed with schizophrenia; that suffering is the family’s as well. The book is “a written support group.”

Strong at the Broken Places: Persons with Disabilities and the Church, Govig, Stewart D.  Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/John Knox, 1989.

A practical resource that enables faith communities to achieve a balance of realism, and hope in responding to the needs of all members. Steward Govig examines attitudinal barriers and investigates the biblical resources for overcoming these barriers.

The Disabled Disciple: Ministering in a Church without Barriers, Browne, Elizabeth.  Liguori, Mo.:  Liguori Publications, 1997. 

Elizabeth Browne opens our eyes to the reality and value that persons with disabilities can bring to our faith communities. Her book not only tells how to minister more effectively to persons with disabilities, but also how persons with disabilities can become invaluable contributors to our congregations’ ministries.

That All May Worship: An Interfaith Welcome to People with Disabilities, Ginny Thornburg (ed). National Organization on Disability, 1992

A 52-page resource for assisting congregations to promote and expand the participation of all people, in worship and program offerings of the church.

The Turning Point, Alex Sareyan. Herald Press, 1994.

During World War II the US Civilian Public Service assigned 3000 men to serve as attendants in 61 state mental hospitals. (The author was among them.) Upon seeing the conditions therein, these men of conscience and faith (Brethren, Mennonites and Quakers largely) began the most significant crusade in the care of mentally ill people. Their achievements and success were immense. Today we all reap the benefits of their crusade. (435 of these men completed questionnaires and explained this drama for the author - fifty years after their service.)

Turn Over Any Stone, Edna Hong. Harper, 1990

Hong wrestles with God over the mystery and pain of a brain-damaged grandchild. “This could be the most important Christian book I have ever read,” wrote reviewer Eugenia Price.

Under His Wings: Meeting the Spiritual Needs of the Mentally Disabled, Robert Bittner. Crossway, 1994.

As the title suggests this volume is very restricted compared to Unexpected Guests (below). Its focus is those with mental impairments. A good primer for congregations beginning a ministry. Easy reading. Stirring anecdotes. Models, resources, suggestions.

Unequal Justice: What Can Happen When Persons with Retardation or Other Developmental Disabilities Encounter the Criminal Justice System, Perske, Robert.  Abingdon Press, 1991


This book presents actual criminal issues and cases involving people with disabilities.  Unequal justice helps the readers address the critical question, “Did the system treat this person with disabilities as other citizens are treated when charged with a crime.”

Unexpected Guests at God’s Banquet, Brett Webb-Mitchell. Crossroad, 1994.

A gem, which beautifully weaves the two burdens of the book: offering congregations a very practical guide for integrating people with disabilities and walking the reader through a fresh look at kingdom theology. Webb-Mitchell offers a number of sensible ways to help persons with disabilities become what they already are: one in Christ.  The author bases this two-fold task on the Luke 14, banquet parable. Hence the title.

When Learning is Tough: Kids Talk about Learning Disabilities, Roby, Cynthia. Whitman, 1993. 

For young readers. Eight children tell of their learning problems, how they cope with them.

Who Cares?  Then God Lifts My Gaze and I Know That…..God Does,  Zwiers, Bert.  Essence Publishing, 1999.

This book of 52 meditations was written by a person familiar with disability for those others whose lives have also been disrupted or altered by a disability or chronic illness.

Why Do Christians Shoot Their Wounded? Helping Those with Emotional Difficulties, Carlson, Dwight. InterVarsity, 1994.

Mental illness hasn’t come out of the closet in many Christian communities. Carlson is teaching congregations of believers with this book. He pours all the right ingredients into this recipe: his competence as a psychiatrist, a writer, and a thinking Christian; lucidity; boldness in confronting pop Christian writers; richness in personal accounts.
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