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LIST OF RECOMMENDED VIDEOS
The following are videos that we use and recommend for use in various group settings.  Any of them can be very useful in providing springboards for discussion.

The Disability Concerns office has copies of all tapes listed and they are available on a loan basis without charge.

Our Invisible Neighbors:  Discovering Ministry Partnership With Persons With Disabilities,  Naomi Frost.

This film deals with people with a variety of disabilities and their relationship to the church.  This is an excellent treatment of the overall subject.  Produced by Robert E.A. Lee for the Lutheran Commission on Ministry with Disabled Persons.  Running time:  30 minutes.  Augsburg Publishing House, 426 S. 5th St., Box 1209, Minneapolis, MN  55440.

God Understands is a copy of a Faith 20 television broadcast.  Dr. Joel Nederhoed interviews Ted and Arlene Verseput concerning their experiences in coping with the death of a son and the extensive brain injuries of their daughter.  Running time:  30 minutes.

Give It Away features the Friendship Ministries, which provide spiritual and social nurture to people with mental impairments.  The film portrays students participating in various activities and telling about the rewards and joys they have received through Friendship groups.  The video is very well done and provides interesting and useful information regarding people with this disability.  It can also be used to encourage the establishment of a Friendship group or to invite participation in one that already exists.  Running time: 17 minutes.

Hannah’s Story: Behind the Glass Door, Windborne Productions.


Hannah’s Story challenges the medical community, too often guilty of ignoring effective methods of treatment for autistic children.   This is a chronicle of one couple’s struggle to rescue their daughter from the mysterious grip of autism.  Running time: 1 hour.  Windborne Productions, 100 York Blvd, Suite 210, Richmond Hill, ON  L4B 1J8, Phone 905-707-1996

I’m Tyler: Don’t Be Surprised. Tyler is a typical high school student who happens to have cerebral palsy and some other challenges. His mission started as an Eagle Scout Project and has grown to a dream to educate the world about Ability Awareness. He believes that what a person, any person, CAN do is much more important than what he/she can't. The people in Tyler's life who have seen this and practiced Ability Awareness have made all the difference in the world to him. Order the DVD for $5 at www.imtyler.org.

When the Music Stops: The Reality of Serious Mental Illness.  Dupont, 1987.  Covers the nature of the major mental illnesses:  Schizophrenia, depression, and manic depression.  It shows the impact on the person who is ill and on that person’s family.  It also dispels the myths associated with mental illness.  Available from the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, 2101 Wilson Blvd, Suite 302, Arlington, VA  22201.  Running time:  20 minutes.

A Place To Come Back To:  Mental Illness and The Church.  Produced by the American Lutheran Church.  An excellent film that tells about various types of long-term mental illnesses and how the church can and should respond to individuals with such illnesses and to their families.  Running time:  29 minutes.  Can be purchased from Seraphim Communications, Inc., 1568 Eustis St., St. Paul, MN  55175.

Nobody Knows probes into the world that surrounds people suffering from depression.  The film is intended to help people address the disease of depression, as well as offer effective and realistic steps toward understanding it, living with it, and accepting it as part of their lives.  A study guide for group settings is included.  Running time:  19.48 minutes.  Can be purchased from Seraphim Communications, Inc., 1568 Eustis St., St. Paul, MN  55175.

Let’s Be Friends and Meet My Friends are the titles on the two 15-minutes segments of this excellent presentation featuring Joni Eareckson Tada.  It is accompanied by a leader’s guide, which includes four complete lessons and reproducible student activity sheets.  It can be obtained through local bookstores or through David C. Cook Publishing Co., 850 North Grove Ave., Elgin, Ill  60120.

There’s No One Exactly Like Me teaches children about different handicaps and how to respond to people in these special situations.  It is a 37-minute, full color video of puppet skits, which is both informative and amusing.  It can be shown at one setting or divided into five segments, each dealing with a different handicap.  It includes a packet with lesson ideas, sample Braille cards, etc.  Nazarene Publishing House, PO Box 527, Kansas City, MO  64141.

The Unforgettable Pen Pan:  A Story About Prejudice and Discrimination.  A.J. and the Human Race Club learn valuable lessons in this video that will help kids learn about the negative effects of prejudice and the importance of forming their opinions about others intelligently.  Running time:  28 minutes.  Distributed by Kids’ Media Group, St. Louis, MO  64146.
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